
256

42 CFR Ch. IV (10–1–00 Edition)§ 447.20

any deductible, coinsurance or copay-
ment required by the plan to be paid by
the individual. However, the provider
may not deny services to any eligible
individual on account of the individ-
ual’s inability to pay the cost sharing
amount imposed by the plan in accord-
ance with § 431.55(g) or § 447.53. The pre-
vious sentence does not apply to an in-
dividual who is able to pay. An individ-
ual’s inability to pay does not elimi-
nate his or her liability for the cost
sharing charge.

[50 FR 23013, May 30, 1985]

§ 447.20 Provider restrictions: State
plan requirements.

A State plan must provide for the fol-
lowing:

(a) In the case of an individual who is
eligible for medical assistance under
the plan for service(s) for which a third
party or parties is liable for payment,
if the total amount of the established
liability of the third party or parties
for the service is—

(1) Equal to or greater than the
amount payable under the State plan
(which includes, when applicable, cost-
sharing payments provided for in
§§ 447.53 through 447.56), the provider
furnishing the service to the individual
may not seek to collect from the indi-
vidual (or any financially responsible
relative or representative of that indi-
vidual) any payment amount for that
service; or

(2) Less than the amount payable
under the State plan (including cost
sharing payments set forth in §§ 447.53
through 447.56), the provider furnishing
the service to that individual may col-
lect from the individual (or any finan-
cially responsible relative or represent-
ative of the individual) an amount
which is the lesser of—

(i) Any cost-sharing payment amount
imposed upon the individual under
§§ 447.53 through 447.56; or

(ii) An amount which represents the
difference between the amount payable
under the State plan (which includes,
where applicable, cost-sharing pay-
ments provided for in §§ 447.53 through
447.56) and the total of the established
third party liability for the services.

(b) A provider may not refuse to fur-
nish services covered under the plan to
an individual who is eligible for med-

ical assistance under the plan on ac-
count of a third party’s potential li-
ability for the service(s).

[55 FR 1433, Jan. 16, 1990]

§ 447.21 Reduction of payments to pro-
viders.

If a provider seeks to collect from an
individual (or any financially respon-
sible relative or representative of that
individual) an amount that exceeds an
amount specified under § 447.20(a)—

(a) The Medicaid agency may provide
for a reduction of any payment amount
otherwise due to the provider in addi-
tion to any other sanction available to
the agency; and

(b) The reduction may be equal to up
to three times the amount that the
provider sought to collect in violation
of § 447.20(a).

[55 FR 1433, Jan. 16, 1990]

§ 447.25 Direct payments to certain re-
cipients for physicians’ or dentists’
services.

(a) Basis and purpose. This section
implements section 1905(a) of the Act
by prescribing requirements applicable
to States making direct payments to
certain recipients for physicians’ or
dentists’ services.

(b) State plan requirements. Except for
groups specified in paragraph (c) of this
section, a State may make direct pay-
ments to recipients for physicians’ or
dentists’ services. If it does so, the
State plan must—

(1) Provide for direct payments; and
(2) Specify the conditions under

which payments are made.
(c) Federal financial participation. No

FFP is available in expenditures for di-
rect payment for physicians’ or den-
tists’ services to any recipient—

(1) Who is receiving assistance under
the State’s approved plan under title I,
IV–A, X, XIV or XVI (AABD) of the
Act; or

(2) To whom supplemental security
benefits are being paid under title XVI
of the Act; or

(3) Who is receiving or eligible for a
State supplementary payment or would
be eligible if he were not in a medical
institution, and who is eligible for
Medicaid as a categorically needy re-
cipient.

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 12:19 Oct 31, 2000 Jkt 190166 PO 00000 Frm 00256 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\190166T.XXX pfrm02 PsN: 190166T



257

Health Care Financing Administration, HHS § 447.30

(d) Federal requirements. (1) Direct
payments to recipients under this sec-
tion are an alternative to payments di-
rectly to providers and are subject to
the same conditions; for example, the
State’s reasonable charge schedules are
applicable.

(2) Direct payments must be sup-
ported by providers’ bills for services.

§ 447.30 Withholding the Federal share
of payments to Medicaid providers
to recover Medicare overpayments.

(a) Basis and purpose. This section
implements section 1914 of the Act,
which provides for withholding the
Federal share of Medicaid payments to
a provider if the provider has not ar-
ranged to repay Medicare overpay-
ments or has failed to provide informa-
tion to determine the amount of the
overpayments. The intent of the stat-
ute and regulations is to facilitate the
recovery of Medicare overpayments.
The provision enables recovery of over-
payments when institutions have re-
duced participation in Medicare or
when physicians and suppliers have
submitted few or no claims under Medi-
care, thus not receiving enough in
Medicare reimbursement to permit off-
set of the overpayment.

(b) When withholding occurs. The Fed-
eral share of Medicaid payments may
be withheld from any provider specified
in paragraph (c) of this section to re-
cover Medicare overpayments that
HCFA has been unable to collect if the
provider participates in Medicaid and—

(1) The provider has not made ar-
rangements satisfactory to HCFA to
repay the Medicare overpayment; or

(2) HCFA has been unable to collect
information from the provider to deter-
mine the existence or amount of Medi-
care overpayment.

(c) The Federal share of Medicaid
payments may be withheld with re-
spect to the following providers:

(1) An institutional provider that has
or previously had in effect a Medicare
provider agreement under section 1866
of the Act; and

(2) A Medicaid provider who has pre-
viously accepted Medicare payment on
the basis of an assignment under sec-
tion 1842(b)(3)(B)(ii) of the Act; and
during the 12 month period preceding
the quarter in which the Federal share

is to be withheld for a Medicare over-
payment, submitted no claims under
Medicare or submitted claims which
total less than the amount of overpay-
ment.

(d) Order to reduce State payment.
(1) HCFA may, at its discretion, issue

an order to the Medicaid agency of any
State that is using the provider’s serv-
ices, to reduce its payment to the pro-
vider by the amount specified in para-
graph (f) of this section.

(2) The order to reduce payment to
the provider will remain in effect
until—

(i) The Medicaid agency determines
that the overpayment has been com-
pletely recovered; or

(ii) HCFA terminates the order.
(3) HCFA may withhold FFP from

any State that does not comply with
the order specified in paragraph (d)(1)
of this section to reduce payment to
the provider and claims FFP for the ex-
penditure on its quarterly expenditure
report.

(e) Notice of withholding. (1) Before
the Federal share of payments may be
withheld under this section, HCFA will
notify the provider and the Medicaid
agency of each State that HCFA be-
lieves may use the overpaid provider’s
services under Medicaid.

(2) The notice will include the in-
struction to reduce State payments, as
provided under paragraph (d) of this
section.

(3) HCFA will send the notice re-
ferred to in paragraph (e)(1) by cer-
tified mail, return receipt requested.

(4) Each Medicaid agency must iden-
tify the amount of payment due the
provider under Medicaid and give that
information to HCFA in the next quar-
terly expenditure report.

(5) The Medicaid agency may appeal
any disallowance of FFP resulting
from the withholding decision to the
Grant Appeals Board, in accordance
with 45 CFR part 16.

(f) Amount to be withheld. HCFA
may require the Medicaid agency to re-
duce the Federal share of its payment
to the provider by the lesser of the fol-
lowing amounts.

(1) The Federal matching share of
payments to the provider, or

(2) The total Medicare overpayment
to the provider.
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